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Kind Caution 


5 5 1 . 
PROPHANE SW EAR ERS. 


SzelO THING can be more 
Wl piercing to the Heart 
of a Chriſtian, than to“ 
hear the Multitudes f 
Oaths and prephane 3 

4 Speeches which pro- 

ceed out of the Mouths of many Peo- 
ple, without any Senſe of the Evil they 
do, or fear of any thing they muſt ſuffer 
for ſo doing. To hear the Great and 
Terrible Name of G O D polluted by } 
Men, which is adored by Angels; ant 
to conſider how often that Sacred Name 

is prophaned in common Diſcourſe, 
which we are not worthy once to men- 
tion in our Prayers, is very horrible to 
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AQ Rind Caution to 

all that have not loſt the Senſe of a 
Supream Being. To ſuch therefore ] 
here apply my ſelf, in the Fear of 
God, and Faithfulneſs of a Friend, 

beſeeching them to conſider, with the 
Reaſon that is common to Man, the 


fe 


Caſe; for as yet, ſerious Conſidera- 


everlaſting Miſery that is coming up- 
on them, | ” 
I. In the firſt Place, it muſt appear 
to all the Senſe of Mankind, the raſh- 
eſt and fooliſheſt Thing in the World, 
to provoke the Wrath of an infinitely 
powerful Being, and that meerly for the 


Words; by which he is juſtly provo- 
ked to cut you off in a Moment, and to 
caſt you into remedileſs Torments. This 
is what no Man dares to do in Caſes 
of leſs Danger. You dare not revile 
a General at the Head of his Army ; 


no, nor rouſe a ſleepy Lion when 
you are within the reach of his Paws. 
And is the Almighty God the only con- 
temptible Being in your Account, that 


may be provoked without Fear, and 


offended without Puniſhment ? Do i 
wo you | 
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few Things I have to lay before them, 
with Reference to their dangerous 


tion and Repentance may prevent the 


| ſake of a few needleſs and impertinent 
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as prophane it. And you are every 
Minute in Danger of this: for God is 


a Righteous Fudge, and will do as he hath 
2. And in the next Place, your Baſe- 
neſs and Ingratitude is as great as your 


Danger: for ttis a moſt ſenſeleſs 
Thing to deſpiſe that Almighty Being 
which you at other Times adore. Is it 
not a ridiculous Folly to fall on your 
Knees to God one Hour, and to Blaſ- 
pheme him the next? One would not 
think that this could be done by any 
one that has any Senſe or Conſideration. 
For it is perfectly horrible to the Rea- 


ſon of Man, that any one ſhould defie 


the God that made him, and in whoſe 


Hands his Breath is, and by whom ne 
will be made infinitely happy, or un- 


ſpeakably miſerable, to all Eternity. 


3. This is ſuch an Extremity of Sin, 
as can only be matched in Hell, 


where all are deſperate, and without 


Hope of Mercy. The damned De- 
A 3 | vils, 
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on not read what he hath anne xed to 
his Third Commandment? namely, That 
he will not hold him guiltleſs, that taketh 
his Name in vain; that is, that he 
will certainly and terribly puniſh ſuch 
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Fils, and the Souls of Men in Hell, 
Wray be ſuppoſed to rave and blaſ- | 
= pheme in their Torment, becauſe they | 
know that their Chains of Darkneſs are 
Everlaſting, and can never be knocked | 


off. But for the Man that ſwims in 
the Rivers of God's Goodneſs, and is 
viſited with freſh Preſents of his Love 


every Moment for this favourite crea- 
ture to ſet his "Mouth againſt the Hea- 


vens, and to blaſpheme a gracious, a i 


patient, and bountiful God, is a 
Heighth of Sin which exceeds the 
Blackneſs of Hell it ſelf. | 9 
4. And all this is done againſt God, # 
withbut ſo much as pleaſing any one of 
our Senſes. It is a taſtleſs and a fruit- 
leſs Sin. It brings no Pleaſure to the 
Palate, nor Gain to the Purſe. And jy 
it may even puzzle the prophane per- 
ſon himſelf to tell us, for what it is he 
Tells his Soul. Indeed, he does not ſel] 
it at all in this Caſe : He prodigally 
gives away his Soul, without Repen- | 
tance, to the Devil, and parts with a iW 
bleſſed Eternity for Nothing. b 
And it is further to be conſider- 


3 ed, That the Tongue of Man is his 
1 Glory, and humane Speech a ſort of 


Miracle in Nature And it is given 
Fo to 
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Prophane Swearers. 
to Man, that he might glorifie God, 
who gave it to him. And will you, 
dare you pervert the Uſe of ſo Diviae 
: Gift Do but conſider how wonder- % 
ful a Thing the Speech of Man is, 
which, by the little different Motions 
of the Tongue and Lips, does plainly 
and diſtinaly pronounce Millions of 
Words: Now, to abuſe ſuch an ex- 
cellent Faculty, is much worſe than to 
a be wholly deprived of it; ſo that the 
a 3 Blaſphemer is viler than the very 
je Beaſts: And the Time may come, 
when he ſhall wiſh that he had been 
|, born as dumb as they, or that his Lips 
F had been perpetually cloſed, rather 
than to have opened them to his own 
3 Confuſion and Condemnation.” _ 
1 # 6. And 'tis a very unhappy Cir- 
- = cumftance of their Sin, that the Returns 
e of it are frequent. Though it is of ſo 
1borrible a Nature, and of ſuch infi- 
| nite Guilt, yet it may be repeated ma- 
ny Times in a Minute; yea, we find 
i ſome multiplying their Oaths in the 
ſame Breath. In many other groſs 
- I virs, it cannot heſo: If a Man be 
overcome with Drink, there muſt be 
| 2 conſiderable Space of Time ere he can #4 
do ſo again or, if he be given to pro- 
Zi phane +2 
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"4 Phane the Sacred Day of our Lord, he 


A Kind Caution to 


cannot do It every Day. But the Pro- 


phane Swearer is ready for another 


Oath, almoſt before the Sound of the 
firſt is out of our Ears. Yea, ſome 
double and treble them in one Sentence, 
even ſo as to confound the Senſe of 
what they ſay by a horrible Din of 
Blaſphemy. Ah! what a vaſt Heap of 
theſe heinous Sins lie at every common 
Swearer's Door! *Twould be apt to 
ſink him almoſt to Deſpair, if he could 
ſee the whole Sum of them. And oh! 
what a ſeared and ſenſeleſs Conſcience 
has he, that feels not this mountainous 


Weight? 


7. Indeed this outragious Treat- 
ment of God's Holy Name feems to 
be one of the utmoſt Efforts of the 
Malice of Men againſt him. His Be- 


ing is above their Reach, and his Hap- 


pineſs 1s unchangeable, and cannot. be 
moleſted. But his Name may be pro- 
phaned, or glorified by Men. And ah! 
with what Spite and Rancour do pro- 


phane People treat it? And there- 


fore how juſt is that terrible Threat, 


(Deut. xxviii. 58.) If thou fhalt not fear 
this Glcrious and Fearful Name, THE 
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not be expected that they ſhould ho- 
nour your God, when you your ſelves 
deſpiſe him ; or that any ſhould em- 
brace your Religion, when you your 


i ſelves trample it under your Feet. Yea, 


(with Grief, and Shame, and Hor- 
ror be it ſpoken) *tis by Reaſon of 


J ſuch ſcandalous Impieties as theſe, that 


our holy Religion (the beſt and pureſt 


in it ſelf) is become contemptible a- 


mongſt the Heathen, and that the Bleſ- 
ſed Name of the Lora jeſus Chriſt. 


and his Doctrine are deſpiſed. But wo 


be to them by whom theſe Offences come; 


ſuch as never heard the Name of 


Chriſt will fare better in the laſt 
Judgment, than' ſuch as know it, and 
laſpheme it. | 


9. Yea, God himſelf teſtifies, that his A 
Name is great among the Heathen, Mal. 


i. 11. And we find a Heathen Emperor 
making a Decree, That whoſoever 
/wey any thing amiſs of Almighty God, 


ould be cut in Pieces, and his Houſe 4 
made a Dunghit, Dan. iii. 29. And it 
was the firſt Maxim of a Heathen Philo- 


4 Pꝛophane Swearers. 9 
* LORD THYGOD, he will make 
” thy Plagues wonderful. 

8. For hereby you harden Irfidels 
= egainſt the Chriſtian Religion. It can- 
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= /opher, That the bigheſt V eneration be al. 
ways paid to God. Which is indeed the 
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Senſe of all Mankind; and to think or 
act otherwiſe, is to confound the very 
Order of Nature. And therefore we 
ſeldom find any mention of the Name 
of God in the Holy Scriptures, with- 
out ſome other Word joined with it, 
to ſtrike our Minds with Reverence : 
As, the, Hily Name, the Bleſſed Name, 
the Glorious Name, the Great and Ter- 
rible Name. And the Jews and Turks 
have always treated it with profound 
Veneration. So that it muſt be an in- 


humane, ſenſeleſs, and a diabol:cal 
Fury, to contradict, all natural and 


© Tevcatcd Religion, and all the ſober 


Sentiments of Mankind, by polluting 
_propraning if. 7 oo. 
10. And therefore how light and 
diſproportionable is that ſmall Puniſh- 
ment which our Laws have laid upon 
this horrible Crime! The ſcandalizing 
of a Nobleman; yea, or the Defa- 


ming of a Man of Buſineſs and Trade, 
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is uſually puniſhed with the Fortfei- 
ture of Hundreds of Pounds:- But the 
Great and Terrible God is blaſphemed, 
and People cry out of hard Uſage, 
when they pay but a few Shillings for 
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able Flames, where the Blaſphemer may 


Prophane Swearers. tr 


the monſtrous Offence: But this is a 
Clamour 'without Reaſon ; and RS. 3 
will they be, who, by this light Inflicti- 
on, are brought to a timely Senſe of } 
their Sin and Folly, and ſo eſcape ever. 
laſting Puniſhment in thoſe unquench- 


be ſuppoſed to cry out of his parched 
Tongue, and ſay, It is juſtly tormented 
in theſe Flames 

11. Upon the whole, how is every 
Lover of God, of Man, and of the Pub- 
lick Good, bound in Conſcience to op- 
poſe this vile and horrible Sin? 10 
reprove it, to ſhame it, and in all fit 
Circumſtances to inform the Magi- 
ſtrate of it, and to do their utmoſt to 
baniſh it from humane Society. For it 
breaks the Bounds of all that is Sacred, 
Civil, or Decent; and it is a moſt high = 
Offence againſt God, and an Affront to 
all that bear the Name of Chriſt, who 
are by ſolemn Vows obliged to reſent 
and oppoſe it. 'Y 
12. For where this direful Sin pre- IJ 
vails, how does it render that Place a 
fort of Hell vpon Earth? God is 
greatly — in the e 2 I 
dove. His Angels bleſs bi, eto. 5 
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